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FADE IN: 

1INT. OFFICE - DAY 

Neil (23, IT guy, nervous but charming) and Patel (26, IT 
guy, cocky but not charming) chat while repairing the 
backside of a computer. 

PATEL 
Did he say it was working before the 
power outage? 

NEIL 
Uh huh. 

PATEL 
Hello? Earth to Neil. 

NEIL 
Sorry. What did you say? 

PATEL 
The computer. Did it work before the 
power outage? What did the client say? 

NEIL 
Yeah, he said the issue started after 
the storm. 

PATEL 
Might teach them to use a power bar. 
We'll have to take this back to the 
office for testing. Surge probably 
killed everything in here. 

Neil helps put the computer back together. 

PATEL (CONT'D) 
What's with you today? 

NEIL 
I've got a date with Carmen again 
tonight. 

PATEL 
So what's the problem? 

NEIL 
It's our third date... 
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PATEL 
Ahh...A little performance anxiety 
then? Don't worry man, just go with 
the flow. Invite her back to your 
place, give her some wine and let 
nature take its course. 

Just remember to buy condoms before 
the date. 

Once, I remember bringing a total 
hottie back to my place and we were 
about to bang but I didn't have any 
rubbers. I had to bounce over to the 7-
11 but by the time I got back she was 
gone. 

NEIL 
Charming. I don't remember you telling 
that story. 

PATEL 
It happened before you got here. 

NEIL 
Right. Well, I'm not even thinking 
that way. 

PATEL 
Oh, you gonna do something even more 
freaky? 

NEIL 
No...God dude. You're always on 11. We 
haven't...kissed yet. 

Patel puts his computer parts down. 

PATEL 
You haven't even kissed her yet? 
Player card revoked. 

NEIL 
It's just...every time I try, 
something happens. I get nervous. 

   CUT TO FLASHBACK OF DATE 1 IN SCENE 2 THEN BACK TO OFFICE: 

NEIL 
I can't describe it. I feel like I 
should kiss her...the timing feels  
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right, but I just...can't. 

PATEL 
No kiss on a first date I get, but 
what happened on the second date and 
how the hell did you even manage to 
get a third date? 

                CUT TO DATE 2 IN SCENE 4 THEN BACK TO OFFICE: 

PATEL 
Shit dude. That's hella lame. All I 
can tell you is this: If you don't at 
least kiss Carmen tonight, you can 
forget about her for good. 

NEIL 
Thanks for the pep talk. It's not my 
fault. I was fat as a kid. I got 
rejected by all the girls. They were 
so mean to me. I still remember being 
called Nipples McNeil cuz I had man 
titties. 

PATEL 
First of all, that's hilarious. 
Second, just be strategic. 

Where are you going tonight? 

NEIL 
I'm taking her to a hockey game... 

PATEL 
Perfect. Nothing says romance like 
hockey. 
(sarcastically) 

Dude, you gotta think about what will 
allow you to get close, touch each 
other, you know, by "accident". 

NEIL 
She did say something about wanting to 
go bowling together. Maybe we could go 
skating if it's not too cold. 

PATEL 
Perfect! Do that. Forget hockey. 
Make sure you help her skate, like  
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hold her hand and shit. Tell her she 
looks beautiful. Just lean in and kiss 
her. It's not rocket science. It's not 
even computer science. 

NEIL 
You're right, I can do this. I am a 23 
year old IT professional with a 
$45K/yr salary and a 2012 Ford Focus. 
I can do this. 

Neil takes the computer and walks out. Patel looks doubtful 
of his buddy's romantic potential. 

2EXT. OUTSIDE CARMEN'S APARTMENT - NIGHT 

It's the end of date 1. Neil and Carmen walk up to her door, 
awkwardly. 

CARMEN 
I had a really nice time tonight. 

NEIL 
Me too. 

CARMEN 
And thank you for paying for sushi. 

NEIL 
Of course! 

CARMEN 
Well... 

NEIL 
Well... 

Neil and Carmen look at each other awkwardly. 

              CUT TO FLASHBACK IN SCENE 3, THEN BACK TO DATE: 

Neil makes a weak move for a kiss and Carmen backs away. 

CARMEN 
I better go in. Call me? 

NEIL 
Oh, ugh yeah. For sure, I will! Thanks 
again. 
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He sort of trips as he backs away. 

NEIL (CONT'D) 
I had a great time. Oh, I guess I 
already said that. Well, hehe, I'll 
call you. 

CARMEN 
Me too! Bye bye 

NEIL 
Bye! 

Neil walks away. 

NEIL (CONT'D) 
Shit. (under his breath) 

                                CUT BACK TO OFFICE IN SCENE 1 

3INT. CARMEN'S APARTMENT - NIGHT [TRANSLATE SCENE TO SPANISH] 

Carmen is in the bathroom fixing her hair and her roommate 
SOLANA leans on the doorway, arms crossed. 

SOLANA 
I'm telling you, you gotta stop giving 
it up so early! Canadian guys are like 
dogs. No-dogs are loyal. They're like 
wolves--all they care about is the 
hunt. 

CARMEN 
But Neil seems different...at least 
from his profile. 

SOLANA 
Oh my God Solana, you can't tell that 
from a profile. He could be lying to 
you...just like Brian did...And 
Andy...and Jessie. I'm telling you, if 
you wanna find out if he's a good man, 
you gotta make him work for it. 

CARMEN 
I don't wanna push him away... 

She continues to fuss with her hair and makeup, only sort of 
listening. Solana gets serious: 
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SOLANA 
Look at me. 3 dates. He takes you on 3 
dates before you kiss. If he can't 
wait that long, he ain't lookin do be 
with you. He's lookin to hit and run. 

4EXT. OUTSIDE CARMEN'S APARTMENT - NIGHT 

It's the end of date 2. Neil and Carmen walk the sidewalk 
towards her apartment. 

Their hands briefly touch and they both get a shiver down 
their spines. The chemistry is off the charts. Carmen looks 
conflicted as they approach her building. 

             CUT TO FLASHBACK (SCENE 5), THEN BACK TO SCENE 4 

Neil and Carmen reach her doorstep. He turns to her. 

NEIL 
Thank you for the date. I really 
enjoyed your story about gymnastics as 
a girl. 

CARMEN 
Thank you for listening to me talk and 
talk and talk. I'm sorry. I just go on 
like that when I'm a bit nervous. 

NEIL 
No, it was great. I mean, it's really 
cool to meet someone with passion..as 
a..young child. 

He badly times a kiss attempt and awkwardly lands in a 
handshake. 

CARMEN 
Ok. Thank you so much. Ohh, I love 
your soft hands, not rough like a 
carpenter. Like a pianist or 
something. Cuz my last boyfriend was a 
carpenter so.. Okay, anyways, Buenas 
Noches! 
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NEIL 
Yep, um, hasta la vista...uh baby! 

Neil awkwardly laughs and walks away with Carmen looking 
conflicted about her "3 dates" approach to the young 
relationship. 

NEIL (CONT'D) 
Hasta la fucking vista? A handshake? 
Fuck. I really enjoyed your story 
about gymnastics? Fucking tool! Fuck 
Fuckin Fuck Fuck. Idiot. 

Meanwhile: 

CARMEN 
A handshake? I love your soft hands? 
Fuck. Fucking. Shit. 

5INT. CARMEN'S APARTMENT - NIGHT 

Carmen puts on a sexy top and looks in the mirror. She looks 
confident. Solana lies on the bed with a knowing look. 

SOLANA 
3 dates, Carmen. Remember. 3 dates 
until you kiss. I know how you can 
get... 

CARMEN 
What's that supposed to mean? 

SOLANA 
It means you are a romantic and you 
always get swept away in the moment. 
That's why you always get played. 

Come here, beautiful. 

Carmen lays on the bed beside Solana. 

CARMEN 
But what if I want to kiss him...like 
more than I've ever wanted to kiss 
someone. 
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SOLANA 
All the more reason to wait. I can't 
watch you get your heart broken again. 
Just take it slow. Trust me. If he 
really likes you, he'll wait. 

CARMEN 
Okay... 

She exhales. 

SOLANA 
Now give me some sugar, mamma. 

They hug. 

                                 BACK TO THE DATE IN SCENE 4: 

6BONNIE DOON BOWLING ALLEY - EARLY EVENING (9AM FEB 10) 

A bowling ball thunders down the alley and knocks down a 
couple pins. Neil turns to Carmen with a sheepish look. 

CARMEN 
A little rusty? 

NEIL 
It's been a few years. Let's see the 
master at work. 

Carmen picks up a ball. 

CARMEN 
Why don't we make this interesting? 

NEIL 
I'm game. 

CARMEN 
If I get a strike, you tell me a 
secret. 

NEIL 
And if you throw a gutterball? 

CARMEN 
I'll tell you one. 
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NEIL 
Deal! 

Carmen slowly steps up to the line and throws her ball for a 
perfect strike. She throws her hands up in the air. 

CARMEN 
Woo hoo! 

NEIL 
I feel like I am being hustled. 

CARMEN 
Woo, tell me something juicy. 

NEIL 
Something juicy? 

He thinks about it for a second. 

Alright. How about this? I have a 
secret crush on this girl. 

CARMEN 
Oh yeah? And is she pretty and blonde 
with big boobs and blue eyes? 

NEIL 
Haha. Oh she's pretty. 

Neil picks up a ball. 

She's not blonde though. She speaks 
with a bit of an accent too. 

CARMEN 
She sounds wonderful. 

Neil throws his ball for a strike. 

NEIL 
The tables have turned. Whattya got 
for me? 

Carmen becomes very serious. 

CARMEN 
It's painful for me to share this. 

NEIL 
What? What is it? 
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CARMEN 
It's just so embarrassing. 

She pulls in close to Neil. 

CARMEN 
I was born with... 

NEIL 
With what? You can tell me. 

CARMEN 
...with a tail. 

Neil looks troubled. 

NEIL 
Oh...well, that's okay. I mean did the 
doctors... 

CARMEN 
hahahahahahahaha. Oh my God! Your 
face! Oh, you're cute. 

NEIL 
Oh man, I was like, she's got a tail, 
I can deal with this. haha. 

7EXT. SKATING RINK - NIGHT 

It's a beautiful winter evening on the riverside skating 
rink. Carmen holds onto Neil as they make their way down the 
skating path. 

CARMEN 
Come on, one more? Please? It helps 
take my mind off my sore butt. 

She tugs on his shirt and gives him puppy dog eyes. 

NEIL 
Sorry about that. You should have told 
me you've never skated before. Okay, 
okay. 

Let me see.... 

Okay. 
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He puts on a new personality and and says: 

NEIL (CONT'D) 
Hey beautiful. You got wifi? Cuz I'm 
feelin a connection. 

Carmen laughs. 

Neil, felling inspired goes for one more: 

NEIL (CONT'D) 
Damn girl, you sittin on an F5 key? 
Cuz that ass is refreshing! 

She laughs and almost falls again but Neil keeps her up. 

NEIL 
Easy there. 

CARMEN 
Oh my God, who knew IT pickup artists 
were so sexy? 

Neil looks kinda sorta confident for the first time. 

NEIL 
Thanks. 

CARMEN 
I like funny guys. 

NEIL 
I like you too. 

CARMEN 
You do? 

They stop skating. 

NEIL 
Yeah. I mean, you're beautiful. 

CARMEN 
Stop. No, I'm not. 

NEIL 
Uh, hello? Yeah you are. I'm still 
shocked you wanted to go out with 
me...three times. 
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CARMEN 
I've dated a bit since since I moved 
here. 

(beat) 

I don't know, it kinda feels like 
Canadian guys just want one thing. 
You're different. You're just... 
silly. 

Neil isn't sure how to take it. 

CARMEN (CONT'D) 
No, in a good way. I mean, I can just 
be myself around you. I feel so 
comfortable to talk to you. And you 
make me laugh. 

They have a moment, almost kissing. 

CARMEN 
Well, it's getting late... 

8EXT. OUTSIDE CARMEN'S APARTMENT - NIGHT 

Neil and Carmen are back here again...for the third time. 
It's now or never for Neil and he knows it. 

Carmen stands looking at Neil with those beautiful eyes. He 
looks at her perfect mouth. She waits. 

NEIL 
Well, I had a great time. Again. 

CARMEN 
Me too. Thank you for walking me home. 
So sweet. 

She waits for him to make a move. He begins to but something 
stops him. He instead goes for a hug. We see his face over 
her shoulder clearly pissed at himself for not kissing her. 
He knows he's lost her now. 

He pulls back and smiles. 

NEIL 
Well, thanks again. 
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Carmen tries to hide her disappointment with a smile. Neil 
turns and walks away. 

As if by some miracle sent directly to Neil from Heaven, she 
yells out: 

CARMEN 
Hey Neil! 

He spins. 

NEIL 
Yeah! 

CARMEN 
I think you forgot something! 

He walks back to her, caution to the wind. Just as he meets 
her, she holds up his gloves. 

CARMEN (CONT'D) 
Your glove... 

He grabs the gloves and throws them on the ground and kisses 
her passionately--the way they have both been waiting for. 

They pull apart and look into each other's eyes. 

CARMEN (CONT'D) 
You really did want to kiss me. 

NEIL 
Are you kidding me? Since the first 
moment I laid eyes on you. 

CARMEN 
And you waited! 

NEIL 
I waited. 

CARMEN 
Almost too long. Let's not waste any 
more time. Wanna come in for a drink? 

NEIL 
Does an Intel i9 processor have 18 
cores? 

CARMEN 
Ummm, I don't know. 
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She giggles. 

They walk into her apartment building together, his arm 
around her waist. 

FADE OUT 


